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INTRODUCTION

Sixth Form education provides a transition between pre-16 compulsory education and post-18 studies at College or University or Employment.  Progression and continuity are important for students and the Sixth Form at Sir John Lawes provides an environment where students are encouraged to achieve academic success as well as developing as an individual.

The aim of the Sixth Form is to ensure the best possible learning experience for you, the students, while providing other opportunities for you to develop your talents.  

Your decision to apply for a place in the Sixth form is a demonstration of your desire to continue your education. All post-16 courses will require your wholehearted commitment in order for you to achieve the best possible outcome.  The Sixth Form team and your subject teachers will support you in this but it is an individual decision that requires full commitment.

Do spend some time reading the subject information provided in this prospectus, talk to the relevant subject staff and consider carefully the combination of subjects before you make your final decisions.  

The following pages provide details about the facilities available and the courses on offer.  If you need further information, please feel free to discuss your application with any of the Sixth Form team.

Claire Robins





Cait Rickard

Headteacher





Head of Sixth Form

OVERVIEW OF COURSES ON OFFER

The Sixth Form at Sir John Lawes has seen steady growth over the past few years and numbers are continuing to increase.  Courses on offer depend to a certain extent on the number of students opting for them. While we will try to ensure that all students are able to access their chosen course, there may be some minor changes.  The majority of lessons take place at Sir John Lawes but there are some subjects on offer in our consortium schools, Roundwood Park and St Georges.

All students on an A level programme will be required to study four subjects at AS level in Year 12.  Success in these will lead to a further year of studying A2 levels in Year 13 where most students will continue with three subjects.  Apart from in exceptional circumstances, in order to continue into Year 13 students must gain a minimum of a D grade in three subjects at AS. We also offer a number of Level 3 B Tec qualifications: Media BTec for students with a practical interest in the Media; Music BTec for those with a practical interest in Music; and Health and Social Care BTec based at Roundwood Park.
With very few exceptions, students are required to achieve B grades at GCSE in subjects which they wish to study in the sixth form, or in relevant subjects where specified in the individual subject pages.  For further information on admission to the 6th Form please see page 9.  

In addition to your chosen subjects, you will also be required to choose from a range of enrichment activities and courses on offer.

Year 12 students have a compulsory double period of PE on a Wednesday afternoon during which time they opt to participate in a chosen sport for a fixed number of sessions. Some sessions are run by external specialist coaches and as such may incur a small voluntary contribution to cover costs but most sessions are run by our own staff. Students are expected to wear appropriate sports kit relevant to the activity they are doing. This Wednesday afternoon session is also used where possible to allow fixtures to be played against other schools to allow students to continue a competitive aspect to their sports.
It is obviously very important that students choose the appropriate course and combination of subjects. You will receive guidance from your Year 11 tutor, careers staff and also the subject staff who teach you now.  Read the subject pages later on in this booklet very carefully before making your final choice.

STUDENT SUPPORT 

Accommodation

The Sixth Form Centre is a purpose-built building providing a comfortable study area with computers, a silent study room and four dedicated sixth-form classrooms, two of which are fully furnished with computers. We also have a designated eating area for the use of sixth-form students at break and lunchtime.  You will be making the decision to apply for the Sixth Form with the knowledge that it involves hard work and commitment.  We will support you in this by providing excellent facilities and a support network of dedicated teachers.  

Independent Study

You will be allocated time each week for independent study.  You will be expected to use this time constructively either on further study or research.  For each hour of taught lessons in school, you will need to spend upwards of one hour on independent study in order to achieve your full potential at A level. You are expected to treat the facilities provided with care and respect and to tidy up after yourselves.  Failure to comply with this may result in restricted access to the Sixth Form areas. Year 12 students are expected to remain in school for all independent study sessions.  Once they have completed their UCAS applications, Year 13 students may negotiate some periods of home study

Tutor Time

Each student is allocated to a Tutor Group and your Tutor will see you regularly to discuss your progress both formally and informally. Sixth Form Tutors are the first point of contact between parents and the school. Progress reports are issued towards the end of the Autumn Term and again before Easter.  A full Parents’ evening is held towards the end of the Autumn Term and parents will be contacted at other times if there are issues to be discussed.   The Head and Assistant Heads of Sixth Form are available most mornings from 8 a.m. for meetings with parents if you need to make an appointment.  

The House System

Each sixth form student is allocated to one of our seven houses and is expected to play a full part in house activities, as well as the many house competitions that run each term.  House Captains are appointed from Year 12 early in the Autumn Term. 

Absence and Attendance

All Sixth Form students are expected to aim for 100% attendance at lessons.  Attendance at morning and afternoon registration is compulsory for Year 12 and initially for Year 13 students.  However, for those Year 13 students who demonstrate good attendance and work record, and who have completed their UCAS application if continuing to university, some study leave will be permitted.  This is not automatic and will be negotiated with your Form Tutor.  Absence and attendance will be monitored by the Form Tutors and any students causing concern will be referred to the Assistant Heads of Sixth Form and the Head of Sixth Form.

ENRICHMENT AND EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

We offer a range of enriching academic courses to support students’ post-16 aspirations. These include A Level General Studies, AS Critical Thinking, the Extended Project Qualification, the statistics module of the AS Application of Mathematics and a Young Enterprise qualification.

There are also many opportunities to enjoy activities beyond purely academic study and all students are expected to take advantage of these.  Many students take part in a paired reading scheme where they meet regularly with a younger pupil to support their literacy skills, or act as Peer mentors to younger students.  We run a Young Leaders of Learning programme where Sixth Form students deliver lessons to younger students. Some of our Sixth Formers arrange to help in Homes for the Elderly or for disabled people.  Others support in local Primary Schools or in after school clubs.  We welcome students taking the initiative in other Community Projects.

We have a range of visiting speakers throughout the year, during our enrichment block and also during Assemblies.  One popular visit is that of a theatre group who provide a lively yet thought provoking session on the perils of careless driving.  Other regular visits include the Driving Standards Agency, the Magistrates and various representatives from Higher Education. This year external speakers have ranged from Cambridge University professors to renowned Home Office scientists.
Students also have the opportunity to take part in externally recognised schemes such as the Sports Leaders Award. We have an active Debating Society for budding politicians and anyone who wants to have their voice heard.  Sixth formers also run the school section of Amnesty International, campaigning on behalf of human rights throughout the world.

We offer the Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award for students in Years 12 and 13. It is an internationally recognised award which values independent learning, community spirit and personal and social development through a programme designed to be supportive, flexible and above all, enjoyable. Students are asked to commit to voluntary work, learning a skill and developing sport or physical abilities. In addition, all students partake in two expeditions which take them hiking and camping around the countryside and surviving on their own skills, knowledge and cooking! The award takes between 6 months and a year to complete.

As befits a school with a proud musical tradition, many or our sixth-formers are leading players in many of the school’s bands and ensembles.  Sixth formers are also heavily represented on the annual Music Tour, travelling to play at venues across Europe and the UK.  Every year we also have a Senior school drama production; recent extravaganzas have included ‘We Will Rock You’, the amazing ‘Les Miserables’, Gilbert and Sullivan’s swashbuckling ‘Pirates of Penzance’ and Marjory Blackman’s thought-provoking ‘Noughts and Crosses’.
One expectation we have of all of our Sixth Formers is to run a lunch-time club for younger pupils.  This requires time (one lunch-time per week) and commitment but the pay-off in terms of pleasure and appreciation from the younger pupils is immeasurable.  As a Media Arts School, many of you will have the opportunity to use the Media facilities both in and out of lesson time.  Sixth formers run our in-school radio station, ‘Sounds Just Like’ as well as producing the half-termly school podcast. Some Sixth Formers help run a very successful lunch-time film club.  Others have been involved in making short films of life around the school.  

Leadership skills 

We appoint our House Captains from the Year 12 intake, early in the autumn term.  Many of these students develop their leadership skills to a great extent and they are then in line for posts of Prefect, Senior Prefect and Head Boy and Girl when we come to appoint them in the summer term.  Prefects have a very important role in the school, both supporting the Staff on every day issues and representing the school at a wide range of events throughout the year.

The school has recently appointed a Junior Leadership Team, chaired by the Head Boy and Girl and led by representatives from Year 12.  The JLT actively represent the views of the wider student body, with each member of the team being attached to one of our Assistant Heads.  The Head Boy and Girl also sit on the Board of Governors of the school. The Deputy Head Boy and Girl chair the school’s Learning Leadership Team which meets twice each half-term to discuss how to improve teaching an learning throughout the school.
OUR EXPECTATIONS OF YOU
You have made a positive choice to be part of Sir John Lawes Sixth Form and we expect you to show both enthusiasm and commitment for your chosen course of study, and for life in the Sixth Form.  Success at A level is highly dependent upon regular attendance and you should be punctual, both to school and to all classes. In the Sixth Form you will be role models for all younger pupils.  You will be treated as young adults and we obviously expect you to act responsibly.  If you are to enjoy the privileges of Sixth Form life to the full we do expect you to follow some important guidelines. 

Dress Code

Sixth Formers at Sir John Lawes have some discretion to make certain choices about their working clothes, but are expected to set an example of smart appearance to other year groups.  The Sixth Form dress code is smart office wear and the requirements are as follows:

Girls

· Suit – i.e. jacket with matching tailored skirt or full length trousers, not culottes or Capri pants

· Shirt or smart top without logos

· No excessively short skirts, no shorts or leggings  

· Smart shoes (not trainers or other casual shoes).  No excessively high heels. No boots

· Vest tops and tops that reveal midriffs are not suitable
Boys

· Suit – i.e. navy, grey or black tailored jacket and matching trousers

· Shirt with tie

· Smart shoes (not trainers or other casual shoes)

· No shorts

All Sixth Formers

· Hooded tops are not to be worn at any time 

· Only one ear piercing is permitted in school

· There should only be one earring in each lower earlobe.  No other facial piercings are allowed

· Hair should be neat, a natural colour not closely shaved or outrageous in style
· A jacket must be worn when walking around school, as well as for assemblies and other formal occasions.
Any student who breaches the school dress code can expect to be sent home to change

Eating and Drinking
· Students may eat food brought from home in the designated eating area at the rear of the 6th form centre and are expected to tidy up after themselves.  We have a constant hot water supply for making drinks and a microwave oven for the use of sixth formers.
· No food is to be consumed in the study area, silent study room or classrooms
· You are encouraged to use the school canteen facilities where tables are reserved for Sixth Formers. From next year we will have a newly refurbished ‘café-style’ sixth form area in The Jam, complete with coffee bar high chairs and comfy seats
· Strictly no chewing gum!
· Water is available at all times – but please do not drink water near the computers 
WHO’S WHO IN THE SIXTH FORM 2011-2012
Headteacher: Ms C Robins 

Head of Sixth Form: Ms C Rickard 

Assistant Head of Sixth Form: Mr K Alexander 

Senior Links:  Mrs M Santos-Richmond, Assistant Head, Mr A Battersby, Acting Assistant Head
	Year 12

	12 Austen
	Miss F Greenough

	12 Britten
	Mr T Armitage

	12 Hepworth
	Mrs K Whitaker

	12 King
	Mr A Snell

	12 Lawes
	Ms M Britton

	12 Newton
	Mr D Thompson

	12 Ryder
	Dr E Mountstevens

	Year 13

	13 Austen
	Mrs K Graham/Miss Leach

	13 Britten
	Mrs S Griffiths

	13 Hepworth
	Mr J Carey

	13 Lawes
	Miss S Scott

	13 Newton
	Mr K Norwood 

	13 Ryder
	Mr I Robins

	Sixth Form Administration
6thformadmin@sjl.herts.sch.uk 


Senior Prefects

Head Girl: Tina Zhao 

Head Boy: John Mastrini
Deputy Head Girl:   Charis Parker
Deputy Head Boy:  James Harding
ADMISSION TO THE SIXTH FORM

Admission to the Sixth Form is by application form.  You may obtain one by downloading for the sixth form website or by contacting 6th Form Administration on Ext 256. 

To study a course of AS levels you will be expected to achieve a Grade B or above in your chosen subjects (or a related one - see details in subject section) at GCSE. You will be expected to achieve a minimum of 5 grades C or above, including English and Mathematics.  In addition, before accepting you onto an advanced level programme we will take into account your average GCSE points score.  You should be aiming for a score in excess of 5.5 to give you a good basis for success at A-level.  You can calculate your GCSE point score as shown below:
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We would not start you on an A level course where you did not have a good chance of success.  

Your behaviour and attitude in Year 11 will also be taken into account when considering your application to join the sixth form.  We welcome almost all of our students back because they have worked to deadlines, behaved well and will be good role models for younger students.  If you do not have such a reputation, your application is unlikely to be successful.

If, at the end of Year 12, you achieve a D grade in at least 3 AS subjects, then you should be permitted to continue into Year 13 to study A2 level subjects.  As a grade E at AS is unlikely to lead to success at A2, it is unlikely to be appropriate for students to continue with a subject at A2 if they have achieved an E at AS. Students may only move on to Year 13 if they are studying for a full programme of 3 A levels.
For those on the B Tec programmes a positive report detailing commitment to independent study is vital to ensure progression into Year 13
As part of our programme of developing key skills students must avail themselves of the opportunity to re-sit English and Mathematics GCSE in Year 12, if they have not yet achieved at least C grades and will not be able to continue into Year 13 without these passes.

WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM US
While we obviously have high expectations of you, you can expect certain commitments from us in return. 

You will receive expert tuition and excellent teaching in your chosen subjects and the support of staff in helping you achieve your full potential. The destinations of our Year 13 students are testimony to the success that we achieve. 

You will also receive support and guidance regarding your future after Sir John Lawes. Your Tutor will help you with the UCAS process and will write your reference for University or employment.

In Year 12 you will be kept informed about University courses and Open days. Students also visit the Higher Education Fair at Hertfordshire University. We arrange a Careers Day in March where you will meet representatives from a wide range of occupations and have the opportunity to discuss potential careers. Each Year 12 student is also authorised for three university Open Day visits in the Summer Term when they return from AS study leave.
Year 12 and 13 are also offered drop-in sessions with the Careers Adviser attached to Sir John Lawes and individual appointments can be arranged on request.  
In order to increase the offer made to all the students in Harpenden schools, there has been collaboration between Sir John Lawes, Roundwood Park and St George’s since September 2000. This means that students are able to study an increased range of subjects by attending another school for one of their choices.

For further information about the courses on offer at Roundwood Park and St George’s, please contact:- 

Mr P Simon, St George’s 01582 765477 – Opportunities at 16 +                                                                                               6.30pm Thursday, 26th January 2012. External students must register. 

Mr B Saunders, Roundwood Park 01582 765344 – Post 16 Advice Convention from 6pm Tuesday, 13th December 2011 - Students need to phone to book onto talks which are staggered at 6.00pm, 6.45pm and 7.30pm.
Consortium Subject Information Evening at Sir John Lawes School from 6.00 to 7.00pm on Tuesday, 31st January 2012.  

HOW TO APPLY  

On Tuesday, 24th January 2012 there will be a post-16 information evening at the school, starting at 7.00pm for internal applicants and 6.15pm for applicants new to the school. Application forms will be available on this evening or you may download one from our website www.sjl.herts.sch.uk .  The deadline for applications is Friday, 10th February 2012 but we welcome earlier applications.

Subject choices should be listed in order of preference in case of over subscription.

All students intending to enter the Sixth Form at Sir John Lawes will be invited to a meeting providing a further opportunity to ask questions about the courses you are considering. 

The Careers Adviser attached to Sir John Lawes is also available for drop-in sessions in the Library and will be present on the 24th January 2012. 

Some students, on returning in September, find that their original choices are no longer the right ones for a variety of reasons. Whilst we will try to accommodate students who wish to change their courses, it should be noted that this is not always possible due to timetable restrictions, so please make your choices carefully. Changes may only take place after negotiation with the Head of Sixth Form and the relevant Head of Faculty and will not be possible after the end of September.

For further information please contact 6th Form Administration on 01582 760043 ext 256 or email on 6thformadmin@sjl.herts.sch.uk  

I hope this has answered most of the questions you may have about the Sixth Form at Sir John Lawes. However, I appreciate that some of you may have individual concerns. Please do not hesitate to contact me for further advice and information. 

Cait Rickard

Head of Sixth Form 

December 2011 

Post 16 Information Evenings – Harpenden Schools 

	School 
	Date
	Time
	Who to Contact

	Roundwood Park
	13th December 2011 
	6.00pm, 6.45pm and 7.30pm students need to book
	Mr B Saunders 01582 765344

	Sir John Lawes
	24th January 2012
	7.00pm for internal applicants, 6.15pm for students new to the school
	Ms C Rickard  01582 760043

	St Georges
	26th January 2012
	6.30pm Students need to book 
	Mr P Simons 01582 765477 

	Consortium Subjects Evening at Sir John Lawes School   
	31st January 2012 
	6.00-7.00pm
	Ms C Rickard  01582 760043
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Accounting at St Georges    Board:  AQA

	Introduction

This multi-disciplinary course provides the opportunity for students to develop their range of numeracy skills together with an appreciation of financial and management business issues.

Aims

· To help students develop an understanding of the importance of effective accounting information systems and a critical awareness of current financial issues and modern business practices.

· To help students understand the purposes, principles, concepts and techniques of accounting.

· To develop the transferable skills of numeracy, communication, interpretation, analysis and evaluation in an accounting context.

· To help students develop an appreciation of the effects of economic, legal, ethical, social, environmental and technological influences on accounting decisions.


	Course Content

 Year 12 (AS)

UNIT 1: Introduction to Financial Accounting

This unit teaches the basics of manual double-entry bookkeeping through to the preparation of the trial balance.  The significance of key basic concepts such as prudence, consistency, accruals and going-concern is emphasised through the preparation of day books and ledger entries.  Students are also introduced to simple year end accounts: trading, profit and loss accounts and balance sheets for sole traders.

UNIT 2: Financial and Management Accounting

This unit builds on Unit 1 to develop skills in the identification and correction of double entry bookkeeping errors.  Students develop accounts preparation techniques to include year end accounts for sole traders and limited companies.  Year end accounts are interpreted using simple ratio analysis focusing on the profitability and liquidity of a business.  Consideration is also given to the role of budgeting within a business and the impact of ICT in accounting practice today.

Year 13 (A2)

The A2 element of this course will only be offered if student demand is high enough and adequate staffing is available.

UNIT 3: Further Aspects of Financial Accounting

This unit teaches the students to prepare year end accounts, including cash flow statements for limited liability business entities for publication.  Students will learn to prepare accounts from incomplete records and prepare capital and current accounts of partners.   Students will develop an understanding of the types of finance used by businesses including journal and ledger entries for simple share issues.  The purpose of accounting standards and stock valuation is also examined.

UNIT 4: Further Aspects of Management Accounting

This unit covers a wide range of management accounting techniques used to aid business decision making and considers the social and ethical implications of business decisions.  Students investigate the principles and application of budgeting; standard costing and variance analysis; and capital investment appraisal techniques.  The behaviour of costs is examined using cost-volume-profit analysis and comparing absorption and marginal costing.  The preparation of manufacturing accounts is also included. 


	Assessment 

Year 12 

Unit 1 is usually taken in January and Unit 2 in the summer of the first year of study.  Unit 1 consists of four compulsory questions; the paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes in duration and is worth 50% of the total AS mark.  Unit 2 consists of four compulsory questions; the paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes in duration and is worth 50% of the total AS mark.  Both papers include computational and written answers.

Year 13

Unit 3 is usually taken in January and Unit 4 in the summer of the second year of study.  Unit 3 consists of four compulsory questions; the paper is two hours in duration and is worth 25% of the total A Level mark.  Unit 4 consists of four compulsory questions; the paper is two hours in duration and is worth 25% of the total A Level mark.  Both papers include computational and written answers.

There is no coursework option for this subject.



	Entry Requirements

In order to study Accounting at AS/A Level we will expect students

· to have grade C or above in English Language or Literature and a B or above in Mathematics.
· to show a genuine interest in the financial aspects of business organisations.
· to exhibit competence in handling and applying numerical data.
General Information

.

The study of Accounting gives students a sound understanding and insight into the world of business accounting.  It can be combined particularly successfully with Business Studies.

Costs

The Department provides the main textbooks and a range of other texts are available for loan from the Department and the School Library.  Parents are asked for voluntary contributions towards the cost of any trips organised by the Department.

There may be a small charge of between £0.50 and £5.00 to cover reprographic costs for revision booklets and sets of past papers.

Extra-curricular Events

We aim to invite guest speakers, to arrange relevant trips and also to take any opportunities that arise to participate in national competitions.



	Who do I speak to?

Ms Rickard, Sir John Lawes or Mr Simon at St George’s


Applied Science AS and A2       Board: OCR Applied Science (H035/H435)

	Introduction

Applied Science is ideal for students who wish to develop their practical and investigative skills without needing to know and understand theory in the same depth as students studying the traditional separate science A levels of biology, chemistry and physics. It is an ideal qualification for students interested in following healthcare professions such as physiotherapy, nursing and radiography, or for those interested in studying sports or environmental science.

Entrance Requirements

You will need a grade C or higher in Additional Science or Additional Applied Science, and a grade C in both English and Maths.  It is also important to have a good positive attitude to coursework.  



	Course Content

The course is divided into 6 modules, only 2 are examined, the other 4 are coursework based. 

In AS Applied Science you will visit 5 scientific organisations, studying one in detail. You will learn how to carry out basic chemical analytical techniques and study power generation and energy efficiency. Finally you will learn about the circulatory and respiratory systems, and how to monitor them to detect abnormalities and diseases. 

In A2 Applied Science you will design and carry out an investigation of your choice, learning how to present, analyse and evaluate your results. You will also learn a variety of practical techniques allowing you to sample, test and process. Finally you will develop an understanding of genetic engineering, learning about its uses in modern medicine and agriculture. You will also carry out a biotechnology investigation.



	Assessment 

AS – 2 coursework units/ 1 examined unit                          

Module 1 – Science at work - coursework unit                                        

Module 2 – Analysis at work - coursework unit                                 

Module 3 – Monitoring the activity of the Human body - examined unit                       

A2 – 2 coursework units/ 1 examined unit

Module 1 – Investigating the scientist’s work  - coursework unit                   

Module 2 – Sampling, testing & processing - examined unit             

Module 3 – Applications of biotechnology - coursework unit                   



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Brennan


Art & Design 



Board: Edexcel 

	Introduction

This course can also be taken in combination with Textiles, Photography or Graphics but due to the similar deadlines and structure you may wish to take advice if you plan to do this.

You would be expected to have achieved a good pass, (B or above) in GCSE Art and Design.

You must enjoy working in a creative way and will need to have good organisational skills.  You need commitment and enthusiasm for this area of study.  You will be given the opportunity to develop your ideas in a range of ways including Drawing and Painting, Printmaking, Sculpture, Graphic Design and Textiles.  You will have the opportunity to attend life drawing classes in order to enhance your portfolio.  You will be encouraged to work in the art faculty during your free lessons.

You will have the opportunity to attend trips and will be encouraged to visit galleries in your own time.  You will need to spend 4-5 hours a week working on your sketchbook.



	Course Content 

AS – You will complete one thematically based research project with two practical outcomes.  The year will culminate in an 8 hour timed test.

A2 – you will work on a self directed practical project called the specialist project, part of which is the production of a written and illustrated art history project and you will also complete a 12 hour timed test.



	Assessment 

You will be marked on observational drawing skills, development of ideas, contextual awareness and realisations.

AS                                                         A2
Practical Coursework (60%)            Specialist Project     60%

Exam (8 hours)       (40%)             Exam (12 hours)     20%



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Higgins

	Costs

Students will need 2 x A3 sized sketchbooks per year.  It is recommended that all students take a life drawing class at £40 for the 8 week extra curricular course. You will need to have some of your own equipment such as a folder and some paintbrushes




Biology     
 AS and A2              
  Specification:    OCR (H021/H421)

	Introduction

Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from molecular biology to the study of ecosystems and from micro organisms to mammoths. Biology is never far from the headlines and is a constantly changing and fascinating world. The OCR A level biology course is designed to encourage candidates to develop enthusiasm for biology, whilst learning and improving practical skills which can be backed up with scientific understanding and application. 

Entrance Requirements

You will need either a B grade or higher in Biology GCSE or a B grade or higher in Additional Science with an A or A* grade in the Biology module. You also have to achieved a grade B or higher in Maths at GCSE
This course leads on extremely well from the triple science GCSE award. You will be required to complete some summer reading if you have taken the Additional Science GCSE, to ensure that you are prepared for the jump to A level Biology.. It would be useful to study Chemistry alongside Biology, but it is not essential. 

	Where could my success take me?

Biology is a great choice of subject for people who want a career in health and medical professions, such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry, nursing, zoology, marine biology or forensic sciences.

	Course Content 

In the AS modules you will discover more about the structure of cells which are the basic units of all living things and see how they communicate and co-operate with other specialist cells including how materials are moved around living systems.  You will look at the important biological molecules and study their important roles in living organisms and how these can also be used for beneficial use in living organisms or could possibly cause disease. There will also be a series of controlled assessments looking at pupils understanding and applications of Biological practice.

In the A2 modules you start to look at how organisms change to the environments they are placed in, how waste products are removed and an in-depth study of the processes of photosynthesis and respiration. You will also start a journey into genetics and how genes work, the processes involved in genetic engineering and how this relates to ecosystems; conservation and survival.  There will also be a series of controlled assessments looking at pupils understanding and applications of Biological practice. 



	AS Assessment

2 written papers

F211 – Cells, Exchange and Transport 
F212 – Molecules, Biodiversity, Food and Health 

Controlled Assessment

F213 – Practical Skills in Biology 
	AS Assessment

2 written papers

F214 – Communication, Homeostasis and Energy

F215 – Control, Genomes and Environment

Controlled Assessment

F216 – Practical Skills in Biology 



	Who do I speak to?
Miss Hubber, Miss Leach or Miss George

	Skills required for success: hard working, positive attitude, determination, ability to work independently, interest in reading around the subject to extend knowledge.


 Business Studies-AS/A2 Applied Business Studies    Board: EdExcel 

	Introduction

You do not need to have studied Business Studies at GCSE.  However, you will be expected to make a full contribution, both in the classroom and by concentrated private study.  You must also possess a genuine interest in current affairs.  

As for all Applied GCE courses you are expected to achieve a minimum of 5 GCSE passes at grade A-C, with Bs in English and Mathematics being necessary.

The aim is to provide a broad study of the core of business with the opportunity to specialise through the options or broaden the specialisms of marketing, finance or management.

	Course Content 

The applied focus of this Edexcel qualification encourages students to develop an understanding of how business works in the real world.  They discover the problems and opportunities faced by local, national and international businesses, have the opportunity to organise an enterprise activity.

Because emphasis is placed on realistic business contexts throughout, students develop an understanding of how various business functions such as marketing, finance, human and physical resources work together, as part of a cohesive business.

Students are encouraged to take part in practical activities such as planning and running a business, organising an event or planning and setting up a website.  Practical activities outside the classroom can also contribute towards the qualification.

The aim of the AS units is to encourage investigation, and to support a highly active, student-centred approach.

The A2 units require a decision-making approach, encouraging students to consider management decisions and their impact on business.

Students should be prepared to commit to the coursework element of this course.

	Assessment 

6 units over 2 years 
or  3 units (AS) 1 year

2 examined units

     1 examined unit

4 Portfolio units

     2 portfolio units

	Who do I speak to?

Mrs Griffiths and Mr Thompson



	Costs

Textbook £18

Essential visits in region of £50


 Chemistry AS and A2   Board: OCR Salters Advanced Chemistry (H035/H435)

	Introduction

Chemistry is the study of materials, their reactions and the laws that govern them.

Chemistry is essential for studying Medicine and Veterinary Science as well as Chemistry courses.  It is highly recommended for Biological Sciences.

Entrance Requirements

You will need a grade B or higher in Triple Science Chemistry or a grade B or higher in Additional Science with an A or A* in the Chemistry module and a grade B in Maths.  It is also important to have a good positive attitude to study Chemistry.  

It is useful if you also take another Science or Maths, but this is not essential to support the study of Chemistry.



	Course Content

In this modern course, you will learn the core theory through study of current applications of chemistry.  You will be introduced to organic, inorganic and physical chemistry while learning about topics such as fuels, medicines and colours.  Then you will study the chemistry of the atmosphere, minerals and polymers.  Activities include practical work, problem solving, data analysis, modelling with ICT, research and presentation.

There will be a visit to a chemical industry, and possibly one to the National Gallery, in Year 13.

At A2 there is greater emphasis on the design of molecules and materials to fit a purpose, such as polymers, dyes and medicines.  Their analysis and synthesis are also considered.  A major research project is carried out throughout Year 13 with the practical work done in December for two whole days. 



	Assessment 

AS – two written papers                           A2 – two written papers

Module 1 – Chemistry of life                     Module 4 – Chemistry of materials

Module 2 – Chemistry of natural               Module 5 – Chemistry by design

                 Resources

Coursework

Module 3 – Chemistry in practice              Module 6 – Individual practical research

                 Controlled assessment                             project – centre assessed



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Brennan, Mr. Murphy or Dr. Mountstevens


Computing                                     AS AND A2 – EXAM BOARD TBC

	Introduction

“A-level ICT...is simply about using Computers. Computing courses are concerned with an intellectual discipline which underpins computational processes and their application to the design of computers and software.” Prof. Nigel Smart, Head of Computer Science, University of Bristol

AS/A2 Computing is suited to those who want to extend their personal interest in computers, and to develop skills such as programming. During the course you will gain an in-depth understanding of how the computer works and what you can make it do. It is an ideal course for those interested in one of the most rapidly advancing areas of technology, leading to challenging and stimulating careers.



	Course content

Do you get a ‘buzz’ from solving puzzles and problems? The emphasis on this course is problem-solving. Students learn computer programming-a valuable, useful and interesting skill. They then apply this skill by writing programs of their own to solve problems. The course also covers computer hardware, software, software engineering, databases, networking and the Internet – and how these can be used to solve problems.



	Assessment

Via a combination of coursework and external examination.



	Other Information

To take this course students must have obtained at least a B in GCSE Mathematics. This demonstrates that the student has the necessary aptitude to tackle computer programming; although no previous knowledge of computer programming is expected.


	Who do I speak to?

Miss Scott and Mrs Griffiths




Design & Technology – Product Design       Board:   WJEC

	Introduction

You would normally have been expected to have taken, and achieved, a good pass (grade B or above) in GCSE Resistant materials, Graphic products or Textiles.
You must enjoy designing and working with a variety of materials.  (You have to like designing and making things!)

You need commitment and enthusiasm for this area of study.  You have to be able to work on your own on projects which can last for extended periods.  This requires a positive attitude, self motivation and a high degree of initiative.  

If you are interested in working with materials, learning about their properties and enjoy applying yourself to designing and making high quality products, then you may wish to consider AS or A level Design and Technology.



	Course Content 

The course will give you the opportunities to

· Be innovative and develop your creativity to produce high quality products

· Provide opportunity to apply mathematical, scientific and artistic skills and knowledge to real situations

· Study both products and manufacturing processes from both an historical perspective and in current practice.

· Develop knowledge, understanding and skills of industrial practices

· Use ICT to enhance your Design and Technology capability

· Develop critical thinking, problem solving and collaborative skills 



	Assessment 

AS     Portfolio & Major Project – 60%            A2    Major Project – 60%

          Exam                               - 40%                     Exam              - 40%

	Who do I speak to?

Mr Maydom




Drama 



                  Board: EdExcel 

	Introduction

As a Drama student you will be attractive to future employers/tutors and Universities because you will have shown that you can work effectively as part of a team, have initiative and self-motivation combined with self-confidence and an ability to express yourself creatively and reflectively.



	Course Content 

You will be involved in various performances, working on whole play and section of play for performance to an examiner.  You will also be involved in working as a group on an original piece of drama of your choice.

A/S

 

Unit 1 Exploration of Drama through two contrasting plays 40%

 

Practical and research notes marks

 

Unit 2 Text in Performance

 

Acting or design skills assessed in a production directed by the teacher and a monologue or duologue.

 

Externally assessed and worth 60%!

You will also experience a wide variety of live performances and will be required to answer questions on performances you have seen and taken part in.



	Assessment 

You will explore each area of the course practically and be expected to do background research into the social, historical and cultural context.  There is one written paper at A2 based on Shakespeare and a set text from a different time period.  There are two practical performance exams, one based on a directed production and the other adapted and/or devised.  EdExcel Drama and Theatre Studies is unique in the fact that it is 70% practical and research coursework and is ultimately student centred in its ethos.

In this subject the teachers choose the plays at AS but at A2 you are more in control.  You decide on your group projects, you decide about what motivates a character, and you decide how to you bring your ideas to life.



	Who do I speak to?

Mr T Armitage




 Economics

Specification: AQA 2140

	Introduction

Economics is a popular University subject of study, either as the main subject or as part of many courses. Economics seeks to answer the questions :

WHAT GETS PRODUCED

HOW IT GETS PRODUCED

WHO GETS WHAT

It is a highly regarded A Level requiring strong analytical skills and enthusiasm for a debate. Many of the top 200 UK companies employ Economists to help formulate Business strategy. Successful Economics graduates are, in general, highly paid and have careers in Business, Banking, The City, Law, Insurance and Risk Analysis.



	Course Content 

Economics is present in every aspect of our lives, every day of our lives. It relates to resources and money, how we get it, what we do with it once we have it and how we get more of it! It’s about life. So it’s 100% relevant. Economics is a social science- it looks at the way people, firms and governments interact. Both Micro and Macro Economics are studied at both levels. Students are encouraged to read around the subject and keep up with Economics in the news.  

AS

Individuals and firms form the first part of the 2 part course

eg Can pollution be controlled? Why are house prices so high?

The second part looks at the wider economy – unemployment, inflation, savings, 

European Union, exchange rates and trade with other nations.

A2

Expands on learning at AS and establishes theory in a global context and explores

Economic models in greater depth.

Assessment

There are 2 units at AS and 2 A2 Level. All are exam based. The exams are a 

combination of multiple choice, data response and essay questions. Each counts for 25% of the total

 A Level.

Progression and Prospects

As Economics is a Social Science it compliments and adds to other subjects such as Business, Politics

and Philosophy.

Entry Requirements

Minimum entry requirements are 5 grade A to C GCSEs with a B or higher in both English and 
Mathematics.



	Who do I speak to?

Mrs Griffiths or Mr Thompson 




English Literature


Board: AQA Spec B  

	Introduction
If you are enthusiastic about reading, enjoy discussion and want to learn more about human beings and their relationships, then A level English may be a good choice for you.  You will require a B Grade at GCSE in both English Language and English Literature to study for an English Literature A Level. 

A Level English Literature has many advantages:

· It is a very well respected A level for university entrance or entry into the workplace

· It complements a wide range of other A level subjects

· Its skills are vital for success in all walks for life. The ability to read and respond to demanding material, and the ability to write fluently and cogently is equally important to doctors, lawyers, scientists, linguists and artists.



	Course Content 
There are 4 units.  You can choose to study English Literature for 1 year only and obtain an AS level by completing the first 2 units.

Alternatively, you can opt to continue your studies for a further year, studying the final 2 units and obtaining the full A level.

Unit 1: Aspects of Narrative  
· You will study 2 prose texts (The Great Gatsby and Enduring Love) and the work of 2 poets (Christina Rossetti and W.H. Auden).

· You will be assessed in a 2 hour written examination

Unit 2: Dramatic Genres

· You will study two dramatic comedies including one play by Shakespeare.

· You will be assessed through 2 pieces of written coursework.

Unit 3: Texts and Genres

· You will study three texts and compare aspects of a given topic (pastoral literature).

· You will be assessed in a 2 hour written paper.

Unit 4: Further and Independent Reading

· You will study 3 texts: a pre-released anthology of critical writing applied to a poem of your choice and 2 novels (Waterland and The Secret Scripture)

· You will be assessed through 2 pieces of written coursework.



	Assessment 
60% Exam                    40% Coursework 



	Who do I speak to?
Mr Garcia / Ms Rickard




 French


Board: AQA


	Introduction
If you want to broaden your horizons and are fascinated by foreign countries, cultures and communication, then this course is for you.

A higher level qualification is an enormous asset for job and university applications of any discipline. If you are able to speak a foreign language you are likely to earn 5% or more than a graduate who cannot.  It is also great fun and offers plenty of challenge. Russell Group Universities also favour candidates holding AS/A2 level qualifications in a language.

You will be intellectually challenged, taught in small, friendly and supportive groups and have the opportunity to study more mature and interesting topics such as the rights of young people, family relationships and media among others. You will meet in groups of 2 or 3 with the language assistant to discuss themes within each topic area using authentic materials and will be expected to engage in independent study; one hour of which must be spent in the library exploiting original material and resources such as magazines etc.  



	Course Content

You will be assessed by sitting a reading, listening and writing paper (70% of AS mark)  in June and during a speaking assessment with your class teacher.   



	Entry Requirements

Students studying A level French would be expected to gain at least a B grade at GCSE French

	Assessment 

Both the AS and A level examinations test the following skills:

Reading – you will understand and extract information from the authentic sources such as magazines and newspapers.

Listening – you will extract information from sources such as new reports, interviews and discussions.

Speaking and Writing – you will write essays and hold conversations and discussions in French. 



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Creasey or your language teacher 




 Geography



Board: AQA

	Introduction
AS and A level Geography are challenging and enjoyable courses which combine essay writing with analytical and fieldwork skills.

A GCSE in Geography is preferable if you wish to study the subjects at both levels, though students without this experience will be considered.  You will need an interest in the world around you and a willingness to read widely.

	Entry Requirements

Students who have previously studied Geography are expected to have achieved a B grade at GCSE.  Those new to the subject should have achieved a B grade in both GCSE English and Mathematics

	Course Content
AS – Physical Geography:

· Rivers, floods and management;

· Hot desert environments and their margins. 

AS - Human Geography:

· Global population change;

· Health issues.

The above topics are assessed in a 2 hour paper which is worth 70% of the total AS and 35% of the total A level.
AS – Applied Geography

· Basic, investigative, ICT, graphical, cartographical and statistical skills;

· Research skills and the assessment of AS fieldwork.

The above topics are assessed in a 1 hour paper which is worth 30% of the total AS and 15% of the total A level.

A2 – Contemporary Geographical Issues:

· Plate tectonics and associated hazards;

· Ecosystems: change and challenge

· World cities – evolution or revolution?; 

· Contemporary conflicts and challenges. 

The above topics are assessed in a 2 hour paper which is worth 30% of the total A level.

A2 – Geography Issue Evaluation:

The above topic is assessed in a 1 and a half hour paper which is worth 20% of the total A level. The assessment is based on evaluation of relevant Geographical issues in a pre-release booklet.

	Fieldwork, including a residential trip, is an essential part of Geography AS level and this will equip you for your Applied Geography paper and individual studies for which you need the ability and commitment to work independently.



	Who do I speak to?

Miss Griffin, Mr Robins



	Costs

Field Trips - £150 - £200 approximately 




 German




Board: AQA 

	Introduction

If you want to broaden your horizons and are fascinated by foreign countries, cultures and communication, then German is for you. During the course you will discover German as a leading language of science, literature, philosophy, history, music, film and art. 

A higher level qualification in a language is an enormous and rare asset for job and university applications of any discipline. If you are able to speak a foreign language you are likely to earn 5% or more than a Graduate who cannot. It is also great fun and offers plenty of challenge. Russell Group Universities also favour candidates holding AS/A2 level qualifications in a language.

You will be taught in small, friendly and supportive groups and have the opportunity to explore more intellectually challenging topics such as the rights of young people, the perceptions of marriage in society as well as the role of the media today. You will meet with the foreign language assistant weekly to discuss the different topic areas and will be expected to engage in one hour of independent study in the library using authentic materials such as magazines, TV, radio and films.

Both the AS/A2 trip to Berlin and German exchange offer you the chance to bring the German language, culture and society to life. 


	Entry Requirements

To study AS German you need to achieve at least a B grade in GCSE German



	Course Content 

Unit 1: Reading, Listening and Writing paper in June (70% of AS) 

Unit 2: Speaking assessment in May (30% of AS)

Both the AS and A level examinations test the following skills:

Reading – to understand and extract information from authentic sources such as magazines and newspaper articles.

Listening – to understand and extract information from sources such as news reports, interviews and discussions.

Speaking–to discuss your views on the prepared topic areas in German.

Writing – to write essays on issues studied during the course



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Creasey or your language teacher 




Government & Politics at Roundwood Park        Specification: Edexcel
	Introduction

Politics impacts upon all of our lives in many ways whether we are aware of it or not.  As such Government and Politics allows us to understand and analyse the ways in which our society is governed, who makes decisions on our behalf, how we can influence these decisions and the intricate processes that govern our society.  The subject is compatible with many others offered in 6th form as it provides a unique perspective on the world around us but it particularly complements other subjects offered in the Humanities subject area such as History and Sociology.

	Course Content

For AS you will study the different ways in which people relate to and become involved in politics.  This includes types of democracy, different political parties, their ideas, elections and different electoral systems.

You will also analyse the way in which the UK is governed in detail.  This includes examining the UK constitution, what it is and whether it is an effective method of government and the structures and functions of Parliament itself.

At A2 you will study international politics and political ideologies.  In political ideologies you will study the competing views of Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism and Anarchism in depth.

You will also analyse key global political issues.  These include the ‘war on terrorism’, poverty and development, global environmental issues and human rights in international politics.

	Assessment

AS Unit

Ongoing assessment by contributions to in class discussions, short answer questions, timed answers and past paper questions.

2 exams, one for each unit.

A2 Unit

Ongoing assessment by contributions to in class discussions, short answer questions, timed answers and past paper questions.

2 exams, one for each unit.



	Course requirement

GCSE B Grade(s) in: English



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Tidman at Roundwood Park School or Ms Rickard

	Costs (including off-site visits, textbooks, courses)       

Trip to Parliament for AS and A2 estimated costing: under £10.00 not including travel. 

Advised to purchase second textbook (core text provided on loan from department for the year) costing roughly £20.00.




 Graphics (Art syllabus)  

Board: EdExcel                
	Introduction

This course can also be taken in combination with Art and Design, Textiles or Photography AS and A level but due to the similar structure of the courses advice should be taken if you plan to do this.

You would normally be expected to have achieved a good pass, (B or above) in GCSE Art and Design or Graphics.

This is an art based graphics course jointly taught by the art and technology faculties.  You should enjoy solving image based problems which are suitable for commercial application and enjoy working to design briefs.  You will be given the opportunity to work on projects relating to design, illustration and typography through a wide range of drawing and mark making media including paint, pastels, inks and collage, developing your ideas and images using specialist computer software like Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator.  This course would suit people who have an interest in photography as well as traditional art skills.  Access to your own camera would be an advantage but not essential.



	Course Content 

AS   You will complete two thematically based research projects.  The year will culminate in an 8 hour timed test.

A2   You will work on a self directed practical project, Produce an extended art history project and complete a 12 hour timed test.



	Assessment 

You will be marked on observational drawing skills, development of ideas, contextual awareness and realisations.

AS                                                                A2
Research projects                30% (60%)         Specialist Project            30%

Exam (8 hours)                    20%  (40%)        Exam (12 hours)             20%

 

	Who do I speak to?

Mr Higgins / Mrs Ponte



	Costs

A3 sketchbook x 2 

Possible printing costs.




          Health and Social Care BTEC (Level 3) National Diploma  at Roundwood Park              Board:  Edexcel  
	Introduction

This is a work related course that enables the learner to achieve UCAS points equivalent to 2 ‘A’ Levels.

The course is suitable for learners wanting to progress further towards a relevant sector role, including job roles accessed through higher education. Possible job roles include: nursery teacher, nurse, midwife and social worker.

Learning is based on a mixture of different class room activities and work experience. 

Learners undertake 100 hours of work experience divided between three different placements. Learners organise their own placements in discussion with teaching staff. Learners gain knowledge and skills important to working in these sectors.

	Course Content

By the end of the course, learners complete 12 units:

1. Developing Effective Communication

2. Equality, Diversity and Rights

3. Health, Safety and Security

4. Development Through the Life Stages

5. Anatomy and Physiology

6. Personal and Professional Development

7. Sociological Perspectives

8. Psychological Perspectives

9. Caring for Children and Young People

10. Physiological Disorders

11. Research Methodology

12. Caring for Older People


	Assessment

Assessment is ongoing throughout the 2 year. In order to complete a unit, students must complete an assignment set by teaching staff, covering the learning outcomes for the unit. Each unit will be graded as pass, merit or distinction and given unit points, depending on how well the learning outcomes are achieved. The total number of unit points will determine the overall grading, also based on a pass, merit or distinction.

	Course requirement:  
Five GCSE’s grade A*-C, including English and Maths – but also a B grade in other A level choices.
An interest in health care, social care and early years sectors.

Pass police safety checks, as required for work experience.

	Who do I speak to?

Mrs. Bozier at Rounwood Park School or Ms Rickard

	Costs (including off-site visits, textbooks, courses)       

Individual costs for travelling to and from work placements.


History              



                 Board: OCR 

	Introduction

Most importantly you need to have an interest in the subject, though you do not need to have studied History in Years 10 and 11 to choose the AS or A2 level course.  However, if you have taken History at GCSE you will find that the skills you have learned will form a solid function for Sixth Form work.  If you have previously studied History you will be expected to have achieved a B grade or above at GCSE.  If you are new to the subject you will be expected to have achieved a B grade or above in GCSE English


	Course Content 

The History course will appeal to you if you have an interest in the way that the world has developed through the ages, and if you enjoy investigation and discovery, debate and putting forward a well argued case.

Advanced Subsidiary GCE H106 - AS History
 AS History modules: Unit F961:  England under Elizabeth I, 1558-1603

                                   Unit F964: The Origins and Course of the French Revolution 1774-95

 Advanced GCE H506 - A2 History

A2 History modules: 

Unit F965:  Russian Revolutions 1894-24 (Historical Interpretations and Investigations)     

Unit F966:  Britain and Ireland 1798-1921 (Historical Themes – Synoptic paper)



	Assessment 

You will be considering evidence on an historical topic, reaching a conclusion and presenting your views orally and in writing.  You will be assessed through coursework and written examinations.



	Who do I speak to?

Mrs Whitaker 


Mathematics

                                              

Board:  OCR

	Introduction

If you enjoy Mathematics and enjoy a challenge then studying Mathematics in the 6th Form will be an excellent choice. 

Mathematics is a well respected A level that compliments many other subjects.  There are many University courses that require A level Mathematics and many others that recommend it.



	Course Content 

Mathematics at A level extends the work you have done at GCSE higher and introduces some new ideas.  There is much more emphasis on using mathematics as a tool for solving problems.

Most of the work is still question and answer based in a similar style to GCSE.

Almost all the course uses algebra as the basic tool so you should not opt for this unless your algebraic manipulation skills are very strong.

At the AS level, 3 modules are taken – two pure mathematics modules (the building blocks of maths) and one applied module.  At the AS level the applied option is either mechanics or statistics.

For the A2 exam a further 3 modules are taken, two pure and one applied.   At this level the applied module is generally Decision mathematics although other options are available.



	Entry Requirements

You will be expected to have achieved at least a B grade at GCSE Mathematics.



	Assessment 

The final grade awarded is 100% exam based.  Each module is assessed individually and carries equal weighting for the final overall exam grade.



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Toy




Mathematics Further


Board: OCR

	Introduction

Further Mathematics is designed for those students who have a real passion for mathematics.  You should enjoy the challenge of a high level subject and be open to new ideas and concepts.  You should also be highly motivated and enjoy working independently.  The course targets the very best mathematicians. 

Further Mathematics would be an option to those who are especially interested in studying any mathematics related course at University such as Engineering, Physics etc...  

To consider taking A level Further Mathematics you should have achieved a strong A* at GCSE.  To study Further Mathematics you must also be studying A level Mathematics.



	Course Content 

The Further Mathematics Course extends the Mathematics course.  Three more modules are taken for the AS level and a further three for the A2 level.  There are many paths available but more pure mathematics and more applied modules will be taken.

The extra topics studied are a good preparation for University level mathematics.  These extend material already met, introduce new topics and develop mathematical thinking skills.



	Assessment 

The final grade awarded is 100% exam based.  Each module is assessed individually and carries equal weighting for the final overall exam grade 



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Toy




 Media Studies


Board: AQA 

	Introduction

To do Media Studies A level, you do not need to have studied Media at GCSE level as the majority of the students have not done so. Therefore, no previous experience is required as everyone starts at the same point, although obviously an interest in the media, its construction and influence is essential. However, if you have previously studied Media you will be expected to have achieved at least a B grade at GCSE.  If you are new to the study of media you will be expected to have achieved at least a B grade in GCSE English

	Course Content 

AS Level Media involves two units, Mest 1 and Mest 2.
Mest 1 is the work done in preparation for the exam.

It consists of two sections:

Section A is an exam which involves analysing an unseen media text and lasts for one hour and fifteen minutes.

Section B is an exam based on a case-study which is on documentary.

For the section A exam you will learn how to analyse a variety of still image, moving image and web based texts, including the study of documentary, TV news and newspapers, TV factual and fictional programmes, magazine, radio and film.  The students will be expected to write an essay every fortnight for their homework.

Mest 2 is coursework and it involves working individually to produce some magazine or web-based work individually, in pairs or in small groups of 3 or 4 to produce a moving-image piece, such as a film or television trailer. Each student is also required to write an individual, 1500 word evaluation to support their practical coursework.

 A2 Media Studies involves two units, Mest 3 and Mest 4. 

Mest 3 is the work done in preparation for the exam.

It consists of two sections:

Section A is an exam which involves analysing two unseen media texts and lasts for one hour. It is similar to, but more advanced than Mest 1.

Section B is an exam based on a case-study which is on ‘Representations’ and ‘The impact of new and digital media’.

Mest 4 is coursework and consists of a 2000 word, individually written ‘Critical Investigation’ with a linked production piece.

A Level media is a rigorous academic subject; it requires excellent written and analytical skills. There are also production elements which require a passion for filming and editing, making moving-image films and print-based media productions. It is demanding in terms of both academic standards, and personal and team management skills. High standards of organisation and professionalism are expected and required.

	Assessment 

Coursework (written and practical) 

Written exams

	Who do I speak to?

Ms Brown, Mr Prior, Mrs Luck, Mr Baga 

	Costs

We aim to take students to London to attend a one-day course to support AS in Year 12 and A2 in Year 13; the cost of each is approximately £20.00.


Media BTEC Extended Diploma
                                                                                 Board: Edexcel

	Introduction

This is a Level 3 advanced qualification that has the UCAS points equivalent to three A levels.

BTEC courses are long established and very well recognised in both higher education and industry. They are vocational style courses with a strong emphasis on practical learning and project production work.  Some students enter industry on completion of the course, while the majority move to undergraduate courses at University.

BTEC courses at Level 3 are demanding in both academic standards, and personal and team management skills. High standards of organisation and professionalism are expected and required.

This is an exciting and stimulating course that gives students who are interested in the media the opportunity to study in depth and at a high level.



	Course Content 

The main focus is on Television, Video and Film production techniques and practice. However, this also encompasses studying the Media Industries, project management and specific technical training in software, lighting, sound, camera, directing, producing and a wide range of other disciplines.

Students will be required and expected to travel and work closely in highly organised production teams on a range of different projects that may include documentary, drama, music video production, advertising and lifestyle programming.



	Entry Requirements 

Five GCSEs at grade C plus a B in GCSE Media Studies or a similar creative or Arts subject


	Assessment  

There are no exams; however, there are external assessments carried out by a moderator from the exam board, and all coursework must be completed and passed.



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Prior in the first instance; also, Mr Baga or Ms Brown.




 Music 




Board:   EdExcel 

	Introduction

Although you need not have studied Music at GCSE level you will need to have a reasonable level of performance (around grade 5) and musical understanding to take this course. You can offer any instrument or voice (singing) for performance. Come and have a discussion with a member of the Music Faculty if you have not taken GCSE but are interested in pursuing AS.

A level Music is welcomed and recognised by universities as both an academic and creative subject, including those applying for subjects such as Law. It teaches transferable skills such as independent working; working as a team; developing creativity; analysis and building confidence through the performing element.

You can also gain UCAS points from higher level (grades 7 and 8) performance examinations.

	Course Content 

You will gain more experience of practical music making, including composition and both solo and group performance. You will also have the opportunity to study a wide range of music including Music for Television and Film, Popular Music and Jazz, Sacred Vocal, Keyboard Music, Music for Large Ensemble, 20th century Art Music.

	Assessment - AS Units 
Unit 1: performing music
Perform either as a soloist or as part of an ensemble for a mini-recital lasting no less than 5-6 minutes. 

Internally assessed and externally moderated. 30% of the AS course.

 

Unit 2: composing
Compose a 3 minute piece in response to a given brief (chosen from a selection of briefs by the student) and write an accompanying CD-booklet style commentary.

All externally assessed. 30% of the AS course.

 

Unit 3: Developing Musical Understanding
This unit is in 3 parts in a 2 hour written paper: Listening, Investigating musical styles, Understanding chords and lines. The Unit is based around set pieces of music covering both instrumental and vocal music from a variety of genres. 

Externally assessed. 40% of the AS course.

 

A2 units

Unit 4: extended performance
Students extend their performance skills as either soloist or as a performer in an ensemble to record a 12-15 minute recital.

Internally assessed and externally moderated. 30% of the A2 course.

 

Unit 5: composition and technical study
Choose a combination of composition and technical study tasks to build a portfolio of work demonstrating a developed understanding of a variety of styles.

Externally assessed. 30% of the A2 course.

 

Unit 6: further musical understanding
This unit is assessed through a 2 hour written paper: section A: aural analysis, section B: music in context, section C: continuity and change in instrumental music. This Unit focuses on listening to music, familiar and unfamiliar, and understanding how it works.

Externally assessed. 40% of the A2 course.

	Who do I speak to?

Mrs Hastings-Clarke, Mr Walton, Mrs Walton 




Music Extended BTEC Diploma
                                                          Board: Edexcel

	Introduction

This is a Level 3 advanced qualification that has the UCAS points equivalent to two A levels.

BTEC courses are long established and very well recognised in both higher education and industry. They are vocational style courses with a strong emphasis on practical learning and project production work.  Some students enter industry on completion of the course, while the majority move to undergraduate courses at University.

BTEC courses at Level 3 are demanding in both academic standards and personal and team management skills. High standards of organisation and professionalism are expected and required.

This is an exciting and stimulating course that gives students who are interested in Music, Music Technology and the Music Industry the opportunity to study in depth and at a high level.

While there is no requirement to have studied Music GCSE, evidence of musical aptitude and commitment to involvement in Music related activities is vital. There is scope to extend and deepen performing skills on an instrument, to compose music as well as to gain an insight into the workings of the music industry and related skills.


	Course Content 

The main focus is on Music making in a very ‘hands on’ way, be that when performing, composing or learning about music production. However, this also encompasses studying the music industries, project management, specific theoretical work and a wide range of other disciplines. A lot of the work is highly collaborative and reflects musicians working together in ‘real life’ musical situations. 

The course is divided into 3 mandatory units (Music and Society; Major Music Project; and The Sound and Music Industry) and several other optional units depending on students interests. In all of the units, students will study and experience key skills, techniques and creative aspects of the art of the musician and the music industry


	Entry Requirements 

Minimum Five GCSEs at grade C – but also a grade B in other A level choices. Where Music has been studied at GCSE, a pass at grade B is required. Where Music GCSE has not been studied, a Grade B in GCSE English or another Arts related subject is required


	Assessment  

There are no exams; however, there are external assessments carried out by a moderator from the exam board, and all coursework must be completed and passed.

	Who do I speak to?

Mrs Hastings-Clarke


Photography  

Board: EdExcel                
	Introduction

This course can also be taken in combination with Art and Design, Textiles or Graphics AS and A level. Indeed knowledge of photography and the ability to take high quality dynamic photos would be an asset for Graphics AS or A2. However due to the similar structure of the courses advice should be taken if you plan to do take more than one of the option

This is an exciting contemporary course with students looking at the principles of good photography studying fundamentals like composition, lighting, depth of field and focus.  Students will learn theory, look at work by other photographers and artists, but the main focus will be producing their own practical work demonstrating understanding through experimenting and producing images.  While we will be looking at a range of ways of making images with the possibility of some darkroom work, the majority of the course will be digital with students taking images digitally and refining and manipulating those images in our Apple Mac Suite. Access to your own camera would be an advantage but not essential as some digital SLR cameras are available for use in school.

You are expected to have achieved a good pass (B or above) in GCSE Art and Design, Graphics, Textiles. If none of these subjects have been taken at GCSE, we must be convinced that you can demonstrate an interest and aptitude for and art related subject such as photography



	Course Content 

AS   You will complete two thematically based research projects – producing your own creative response to two given briefs or starting points.  The year will culminate in an 8 hour timed test.

A2   You will work on a self directed practical project, Produce an extended written project and complete a 12 hour timed test.



	Assessment 

You will be marked on your recording and photography skills, development of ideas, contextual awareness and the quality of your realisations.

AS                                                                A2
Research projects                30% (60%)         Specialist Project            30%

Exam (8 hours)                    20%  (40%)        Exam (12 hours)             20%

 

	Who do I speak to?

Mr Higgins / Mr Carey



	Costs

A3 sketchbook x 2 

Printing costs. Possible film and developing costs if students wish to use camera film as well as digital 




Physics AS and A2          Board: OCR – Advancing Physics (H159/H559)

	Introduction

Advancing Physics is a modern course that is delivered using ICT.  You will need to purchase your own copy of the AS Advancing Physics CD Rom so that you can access all the materials for the course when you are studying at home.  We have a set of laptops for use in lessons.

You need a good positive attitude to study.  It is useful if you also take Maths to AS or A2 level, but this is not essential.

Entrance Requirements

Triple Science Physics a grade B or better or Additional Science a grade B or better with an A or A* grade in the Physics module and a grade B or better in Mathematics


	Course Content 

You will learn about modelling physical concepts, and will study materials and their properties.  There are two parts to the coursework at AS; a report on the quality of measurement and a presentation on Physics in use.

At A2, study will focus more closely on physical processes within the universe, subatomic particles and force fields.  You will also discuss case studies covering all branches of physics to prepare for the pre-release material.  The coursework is a research report and a practical investigation.



	Assessment 
AS – two written papers                              A2 – two written papers

Unit G491 – Physics in Action                    Unit G494 – Clockwork universe

Unit G492 – Understanding processes       Unit G495 – Field and particle pictures

Coursework

Unit G493 – Physics in Practice                  Unit G496 – Researching Physics   



	Who do I speak to?

Mr King and Dr Tamanian


 Psychology



Board: AQA Specification A

	Introduction
“Psychology” comes from two words psyche and logos.  The word psyche is from the Greek and means “breath of life,” spirit or the mind.  The word logos mean study, so Psychology was originally defined as the study of the mind.  

Since Psychology is a new course in the Sixth Form you will clearly have no previous experience in school.  We require you to achieve at least Grade B in Additional/Y11/Triple Science (excluding Additional Applied) and English at GCSE. 
It will help however, if you:

· Are interested in what makes human beings tick

· Have a lively and enquiring mind

· Have a good grasp of mathematics and good writing skills

· Are capable of contributing to discussion and working independently

· Enjoy a challenge



	Course Content 
As you know, you can study Psychology for one year and obtain an AS qualification at the end of that year.  Alternatively you can continue with a further year of study to obtain a full A level.  There are 4 modules, the first two taken for AS, the full 4 taken for A level.

Module 1 – Cognitive and Developmental Psychology

This module investigates:

· Memory and Eye Witness Testimony

· Early Childhood and Day Care

· Research Methods
Module 2 – Physiological Psychology and Individual Differences
This module investigates:

· Stress and stress management

· Social Influence

· Psychopathology/Abnormality 

Module 3 – Topics in Psychology

This module requires the study of 3 of the following topics:

· Relationships – including attraction and romantic love

· Aggression – media influences on anti-social behaviour

· Biological Rhythms and Theories of sleep and dreaming

· Eating behaviour

· Gender

· Intelligence and Learning

· Cognition and Development

· Perception

· T

Module 4 – Combination Paper

This module includes:

· Psychopathology –schizophrenia, depression and anxiety disorders

· Psychology in Action –Psychology of Addictive Behaviour, Media Psychology and Anomalistic Psychology

· Research methods This involves knowledge and understanding of four different statistical tests and therefore          requires a good level of mathematics
NB The topics in bold are the current choices, the teachers decide which topics are studied

	Assessment 

Unit 1     Written Exam 1.5 Hrs  25 %                  Unit 2     Written Exam 1.5 Hrs  25 %

Unit 3     Written Exam 1.5 Hrs  25 %                  Unit 4     Written Exam 2 Hrs  25 %

NB There is no course work assessment is entirely by examination

	Who do I speak to?

Mrs. K. Graham


Religious Studies


Board: OCR 

	Introduction

This course is open to people of any religious faith or none.

An enquiring and open mind is essential ingredients when embarking on this course.  As good essay writing skills will also be vital to enable you to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the issues while sustaining an argument, we would expect you to achieve at least a B grade at GCSE RS or GCSE English.  The ability to retain an open mind will also be useful.



	Course Content 

At Advanced level this subject examines religious philosophy and ethical issues.

AS Units

The AS course will cover a number of topics including:

Philosophical arguments for the existence of God

The philosophical debate between religion and science

The relationship between religion and morality

Investigating key modern day ethical issues including war and peace

A2 Units

The A2 course will include:

Concepts of proof for the existence of God

Life after death

Conscience

Applied ethics



	Assessment 

General lesson activities will include debates, essay writing, examining current moral issues, student seminars and visiting speakers.

There are two one and a half hour exams in each year of the course.  



	Who do I speak to?

Mr K Norwood


Sociology at Roundwood Park                   Specification: AQA

	Introduction

Sociology is a rapidly developing and exciting subject that allows us to understand and analyse the world around us by focusing upon whether we as individuals make the world as it is or if the structures in society determine who we are.  It complements many other subjects offered in 6th form, in particular those based in the Humanities study area such as Government and Politics and History.



	Course Content

In AS you will study the changing nature of the family and households in society.  This will include examining the roles it carries out, how it is changing and the impact that this is having upon contemporary society.

Secondly at AS you will study education, what roles it fulfils, who benefits from it and if it provides equal opportunity for everyone to achieve or not.  Alongside education you will study the methods sociologists use to investigate the world around us using case studies taken from the study of education.

At A2 you will study Power and Politics which focuses upon the distribution of power in society, who has

 it, how they use it and the changing ways people get involved in making political decisions.

Secondly you will analyse Crime and Deviance, what they are, who commits crime, the reasons why people commit crime and how it can be reduced.  Alongside this you will focus upon the different theories and methods in sociology and analyse their relationship with the study of crime and deviance.



	Assessment

AS Unit

Ongoing assessment by short answer questions, past paper essays, contribution to in class discussions and end of unit assessments.

1 exam for each unit (2 in total).

A2 Unit

Ongoing assessment by short answer questions, past paper essays, contribution to in class discussions and end of unit assessments.

1 exam for each unit (2 in total).



	Course requirement

GCSE B Grade(s) in: English



	Who do I speak to?

Mr Tidman at Rounwood Park School or Ms Rickard


	Costs (including off-site visits, textbooks, courses)  

Trip to Parliament for AS and A2 estimated costing: under £10.00 not including travel.  Advised to purchase second textbook (core text provided on loan from department for the year) costing roughly £20.00.


Sport & Physical Education  

Board: AQA 

	Introduction

You will need a natural interest in sporting activity and a willingness to examine sport critically from several perspectives.  You will need to be prepared to involve yourself in practical work, but you do not have to be an outstanding sports person to be successful as you can choose to be assessed as an official and a coach/leader rather than a performer if you so desire.



	Course Content 

Sport and Physical Education is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the factors influencing performance in a variety of activities and how performance may be improved through analysis and practice.  You will study how the body and mind work in Physiology, Biomechanics and Psychology.  You will look at how sport has developed through history and the influence of social and cultural factors on participation in physical activity.  Every opportunity will be taken to put theory into practice and you will be expected to involve yourself in practical experiments and demonstrations – so there will be opportunity to get your kit on and get out of the classroom!



	Assessment 

Your understanding of the theory content of the course (60%) will be assessed through written examination for AS and a further exam for A2 level.  Coursework makes up 40% of the course and requires you to take two roles from performer, official or coach/leader.  

To maximise practical marks you will be encouraged to make a regular commitment to your chosen activity in your own time.



	Entry Requirements

A grade B or above in GCSE PE

	Who do I speak to?

Mr Battersby




Textiles & Fashion
Design

Board: Edexcel

	Introduction

This course can be taken in combination with other Art and Design, Photography and Graphics, although due to similarities with the course structure advice should be taken if you plan to do this.

You would normally be expected to have achieved a good pass, (B or above) in GCSE Textiles.

This is an art based textiles and fashion course working from a starting brief or theme.  You will creatively explore textiles and how far you can manipulate the materials, stretch ideas and push boundaries, perhaps using materials that may not be considered “textiles”.  You will build upon skills learnt at GCSE Textiles.  You will work in sketchbooks to develop and experiment with ideas and will be encouraged to make these personal and reflective of your own style.  You will develop your knowledge of textile artist/designers throughout your course and will use this knowledge to inform and inspire your own work. Work produced could include, fashion, costume or accessory design,  art textiles, three dimensional textiles, sculpture, interior design and fashion illustration.  The course will enable you to work to your strengths and interests within fashion and textiles



	Course Content 

AS   You will complete one thematically based research project with two practical outcomes.  The year will culminate in an 8 hour timed test.

A2   You will work on a self directed practical project, extended piece of writing that relates to your practical project.  Complete a 12 hour timed test.



	Assessment 
You will be marked on observational drawing skills, development of ideas, contextual awareness and realisations.

AS                                                     A2
Research projects    60%         Specialist Project     60%

Exam (8 hours)       40%         Exam (12 hours)     40%



	Who do I speak to?

Miss Richardson or  Mrs Ponte



	Costs

Own pins/needles, fabric scissors

2  x A3 sketchbooks

Specialist textile materials depending upon projects
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